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POLL #1



Where is Federal 
Spending Today for 
Children?

Today, kids get a 
small piece of the 
pie. In 10 years, it 
will be even smaller. 

http://www.urban.org/research/publication/kids-share-2015-report-federal-expenditures-children-through-2014


Where is Federal Spending Going for ECE?

As a percentage of GDP, ECE and care are predicted to decline by 2024.



Federal Grants for Early Childhood Education

Funding for Pre-K from the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF)

1. Grants are provided directly for families who need help paying for child care.
2. Families receive certificates to pay for public or private, religious or non-

religious, center or home-based care.
3. CCDF also supports some ECE program and professional development. 

Contact the lead agency for child care in your state for more information.

http://www.benefits.gov/benefits/benefit-details/615


Federal Funding for Head Start

2009 figures 
include ARRA 
funds. 2013 figures 
reflect 
appropriations 
after sequestration.

Source: New 
America.org’s 
Atlas.

http://atlas.newamerica.org/pre-k-funding
http://atlas.newamerica.org/pre-k-funding
http://atlas.newamerica.org/pre-k-funding
http://atlas.newamerica.org/pre-k-funding
http://atlas.newamerica.org/pre-k-funding


State Funding for Early Care 
and Education

Most funding for ECE is state-based. 
This study co-authored by CLASP 
and the National Women’s Law 
Center outlines how things have 
changed recently for state funding. 
The report provides “strategies to 
increase the supply and quality of 
childcare” (page 32) that offer specific 
recommendations to states for how to 
disburse funds and provide support.  

  

  

 

 

http://www.clasp.org/issues/child-care-and-early-education/pages/child-care-and-development-block-grant-act-of-2014#sthash.hKzrWr0o.dpu
http://www.clasp.org/issues/child-care-and-early-education/pages/child-care-and-development-block-grant-act-of-2014#sthash.hKzrWr0o.dpu
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http://www.clasp.org/issues/child-care-and-early-education/pages/child-care-and-development-block-grant-act-of-2014#sthash.hKzrWr0o.dpu


The National Institute for Early Education Research



Now is a good time 
for ECE nonprofits 
to build more 
connections to 
private revenue 
sources 
(foundations and 
corporate donors).













Currently, there is substantial activity in ECE grantmaking.





  Key Point:Your Community Foundation is a Solid Bet. 











National Foundations who Fund ECE … AND Accept Grant Applications.

Four Foundations with a Focus on ECE:

1. W. K. Kellogg Foundation
2. Gates Foundation (Big Shift toward ECE in 2014!)
3. Wal-Mart Foundation State-based Giving
4. Brady Education Foundation



https://wrm.wkkf.org/uWebRequestManager/UI/Application.aspx?tid=70d03543-2f25-44ff-bbc0-024f3fb5aa09&did=fcf244cb-7e7a-45f4-b6d5-a7990f871fc7&cp=0&LanguageID=0






Gates: Focus on Pre-k for 3 and 4 year olds + Workforce





http://corporate.walmart.com/_foundation_/state-giving-guidelines
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National Banks with an Early Childhood Ed Focus

1. Wells Fargo
2. Bank of America
3. TD Charitable Foundation
4. U.S. Bank Foundation
5. PNC Bank







http://www.tdbank.com/community/grants.html








http://www.iicf.org


https://www.lfg.com/LincolnPageServer?LFGPage=/lfg/lfgclient/abt/csr/lff/index.html




http://earlychildhoodfoundation.org


POLL #3



Tips for Grant 
Proposal Writing

Identify the domains of 
child development that 
your proposal is 
addressing. 



Example: Singing to improve 3 domains of development.

If your program is going to provide singing and music education for 
preschoolers, which development domains are being addressed?

1. Show how singing impacts multiple domains of development.
2. A skill such as singing combines cognitive, social and emotional, and 

language development.
3. Find ways to identify and track outcomes in each domain.





Here are some more statistics to put in 
your grant applications.

Source: The White House, Obama 
Administration

https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/02/14/what-you-need-know-about-president-obamas-plan-provide-high-quality-early-education-
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/02/14/what-you-need-know-about-president-obamas-plan-provide-high-quality-early-education-
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2013/02/14/what-you-need-know-about-president-obamas-plan-provide-high-quality-early-education-


Clear and Simple Objectives are a Key Selling Point.

1. Prioritize most important 
objective by putting it first. 

2. Tell what are you going to do 
and when are you going to do it.

3. Tell how you will evaluate your 
effectiveness and what 
instruments you will use.

4. Consider providing a timeline 
with your objectives mapped out.



Engage the Community in your grant proposal.

1. Ask for parent testimonials from successful interventions that you plan to 
scale. 

2. Use voices of children who have experienced gains from specific 
interventions.

3. Ask community leaders who have been involved with the program to 
describe its benefits.



Who Will Fill the 
Gap in Future 
Funding for ECE?

Good question, and 
ultimately, an unknown.

Funder collaboratives and 
support networks for ECE 
professionals are an 
important way to be 
involved in influencing 
ECE funding.

http://www.theounce.org


http://www.buildinitiative.org


Thank you for your attention and your work for kids!



Please join me Nov. 4th for Impact Giving to Support Women & Girls of Color!

Go to The Chronicle of Social Change 
or Inside Philanthropy to register! 

Kiersten Marek, LICSW

email: kierstenm@insidephilanthropy.
com

Twitter: @kmarek

Giving for Good, grantmaking news 
curated by Kiersten Marek: https:
//paper.li/kmarek/1428090324
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