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Am | a writer?

How do | become a writer?

Poll #2

There are all kinds of writers

who write for all kinds of things

Newspaper/magazines/journals
Books

Blogs/websites

Technical manuals

Garment labels

Cereal boxes
Catalogs
Junk mail
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What’s the difference
between a writer
and an author?

Our assumptions

» You are an educator in the early childhood
field.

» You may or may not have written a book or
article, or had your writing published.

» You have always wanted to write.
» You have a message that needs to be heard.

How do | begin to write a book?

» Identify a topic
» ldentify and read other books on that same topic

» Identify publishers that specialize or have an
emphasis in early childhood education

» Read the publishers’ instructions for submitting a
proposal




How do | begin to write a book?

(continued)

» Identify your passion

What part of your work do you want to
share with the field?

What makes your expertise unique?

How do | begin to write a book?

(continued)

» ldentify your audience
Who are they and what do they want to know?

Match the tone and approach you use to the
audience
Find a book that is similar to the one you want to
write

Tone/sophistication/depth

Audience

How do | begin to write a book?

(continued)

» After identifying the topic and audience

Use the note-taking process that works for
you (digital, handwriting in a book or on
index cards, etc.)

Meet with others who inspire you
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Becoming a writer

v

Set aside time to write each day

Ask a friend or colleague to give you feedback

Make time to research your book idea

Attend conferences to learn about the needs of different audiences
and trends in the field

> Develop a support network

Writers’ workshops

Local writers’ organizations

Connect with others using social media

Support of friends and family

v v
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Educational publishers—who
they are and their niches

NAEYC

Redleaf Press

Free Spirit Publishing
Exchange Press
Gryphon House
Teachers College Press
Brookes Publishing Co.
Routledge Publishing

A4
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Heinemann

How do | select the right
publisher for my

book idea?
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Meet with an editor or publisher

at a conference

» Before the conference
Clarify your idea
If possible, pitch more than one idea

Familiarize yourself with the publisher’s guidelines

Know the publisher’s focus, the gaps in that
publisher’s books, and how your book will fill the
gap and complement that publisher’s books

» Briefly describe your topic
» Why is there a need for this book (and why will people buy
this book)?

» What are the competing titles and how is your book different
from the competition?

» How is your book unique?
Why are you qualified to write this book?
» How will your book make a difference in the field?

v

What should I include in
my book proposal

to the publisher?




NAEYC

Redleaf
Press

Gryphon
House
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What is the publisher’s process

for evaluating a book proposal?

» Varies by publisher
Redleaf’s process
NAEYC'’s process




Types of contracts

» Work-for-hire
» Royalty contract

> Non-royalty contract

What do | need to know about

negotiating a contract?

» Publishing is a partnership
Author brings content expertise

Publisher brings publishing expertise

Contract terminology you should

be familiar with

Copyright

Grant of rights
Subsidiary rights
Royalty

Out of print
Author’s warranty
Competing works
First refusal
Assignment
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6/22/2017




6/22/2017

Poll #3

What does the editorial

process look like?

» NAEYC'’s process

» Redleaf’s process

» Roles and responsibilities

What does the design and

production process look like?

» NAEYC'’s process

» Redleaf’s process

» Roles and responsibilities
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To make a book successful,
what does the publisher do
and what does the author do?

Helpful websites

Proposal instructions

>

Y V.V V

v

v

NAEYC:
https://www.naeyc.org/files/naeyc/Submitting%20a%20Proposal.pdf
Redleaf Press: http://www.redleafpress.org/Bookldea.aspx

Free Spirit Publishing: https://www.freespirit.com/Submission-Guidelines
Gryphon House: https://www.gryphonhouse.com/about/become-author
Teachers College Press: https://www.tcpress.com/for-authors

Brookes Publishing Co.: http://www.brookespublishing.com/about-
us/prospective-authors/

Routledge Publishing: https://www.routledge.com/resources/authors

Heinemann: http://www.heinemann.com/aboutauthorinfo.aspx

Helpful websites (continued)

General

>

How to Become an Author: Your Complete Guide by Jerry Jenkins:
https:/www.jerryjenkins.com/how-to-become-an-author/

10 Best Organizations for Writers: http://www.everywritersresource.com/10-best-
organizations-for-writers/

10 Things | Wish | Knew about Being an Author that | Learned the Hard Way by Deborah
Plummer: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/deborah-plummer/10-things-i-wish-i-knew-
a_b_2904411.htm|

Major Writers Organizations from Writers and Editors:

http:/A ditors.com/major_writers 57410.htm
Agents and Book Proposals from Writers and Editors:

http:/ i ditors.cc and_book 57412.htm
Getting Published (Starting Out) from Writers and Editors:

http://wws IS, CC 1g_published _starting_out 57653.htm
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Questions
from the
audience
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Thank you!

Contact us if you have

additional questions

Kathy Charner David Heath
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