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Five ways to refresh your 
environment on a budget

Presented by Michelle Pratt

Who am I?

New Shoots Children’s Centre Hillcrest
Amanda Aitken Photography

“Beauty surrounds us. Despite the 
world's best daily attempts to persuade 
me, I still believe beauty is life's default 
position & that it comes free of charge.”

Neale Whitaker
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New Shoots Children’s Centre, Greenhithe
Amanda Aitken Photography

As Anthony Semann states

“For the love of beauty,
it really does matter”

Is it time to take a step 
back and assess your early 

years’ environment?

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Hillcrest
Photographed by Amanda Aitken

Do you have a cohesive and well-functioning 
team with equal responsibilities or does the 

responsibility to keep your environments 
maintained fall on one person?

4

5

6



12/1/2021

3

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Pakuranga
Photographed by Jo Smith Photography

When walking into your space do you feel a 
sense of calm and order, or anxiety and chaos?

Harmony, Everton Park

Is your environment an inspiring space for 
educators and children to work and learn 

together, or does it look more like a 
storage facility?

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Westgate
Photographed by Jo Smith

Do you you know where to find resources 
without holding a search party?
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POLL 1

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Greenhithe
Amanda Aitken Photography

Step One
Define what is important to your 

team and continuously revisit this.
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Title
Identify your 
shared vision 

for the 
environment.

Hillside Childcare, UK

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Hillcrest
Photographed by Amanda Aitken

Consider and 
discuss what 

beauty means to 
you as a team.

Title
Build a 

collection of 
inspirational 

imagery.

Kid’s Country Green, Ohio
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Title

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Greenhithe
Amanda Aitken Photography

Determine your 
goals and stay 

focused.

The Nest Kindergarten, New Zealand

Share your 
team’s planning.

Title

The Nest, New Zealand

Create a shared
wishlist.
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New Shoots Children’s Centre, Hillcrest,
Amanda Aitken Photography

Step Two
Clear the clutter

Step Two
Clear the clutter.

Title
Early childhood 

educators are natural-
born collectors & 

creators.

Source Unknown

Roseville Childcare, UK

19

20

21



12/1/2021

8

New Shoots Children’s Centre, The Lakes
Paul McCready

“Storage can look sensational if 
time is taken to think about 
alternatives that are clever, 
aesthetically pleasing and 

functional.”

Wendy Shepherd

Top Decluttering Tips:

Clear your flat surfaces

Display resources to enhance beauty

Reduce what is on display

Storage systems are your friend

The Nest, New Zealand
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Roseville Childcare, UK

Order & sort are not 
just mathematical 

concepts to be 
taught to children.
It is a fundamental 

component of 
environmental 

design.

Roseville Childcare, UK

Step Three
De-commercialize your space and 

add personal touches

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Greenhithe
Kelvin Lim Photography

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Kerikeri
Photographed by Amanda Aitken

Personal touches 
turn a room into a 

place with 
emotional ties 

that have a 
feeling of home.
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De-commercialize 
your walls.

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Greenhithe
Photographed by Amanda Aitken

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Kerikeri
Photographed by Amanda Aitken

Add soft 
furnishings.

Add non-toxic 
plants and floral 
arrangements.

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Kerikeri
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Consider your lighting.

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Greenhithe
Photographed by Kelvin Lim

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Papamoa

Declutter and 
calm your palette.

Step Four
Hit the thrift or goodwill shops
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Image Reference - Centre name, photographer name, etc.

Image Reference - Centre name

Photographer name, etc.

Op Shopping Video

VIDEO

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Greenhithe
Kelvin Lim Photography

Step Five
Recycle and Reuse

Title Recycled & reused 
objects offer children 

opportunities to 
problem-solve in 

creative ways that 
develop genuine 
respect for the 
environment.

Swap image

Roseville Childcare, UK
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Allow children 
to use “real” 

items.

Title

New Shoots Children’s Centre, Kerikeri
Photographed by Amanda Aitken

Expecting the 
unexpected.

Title

Natural objects 
surround us.

Chasing Arrow
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Look to your 
community for 

resources.

The Nest, New Zealand

“An environment is a living, 
changing system. It conditions
how we feel, think, and behave;
and it dramatically affects the 

quality of our lives.”

Jim Greenman

For more information about how Enspirement can help 
transform your early years experience through meaningful 
environmental design, defending the wonder of childhood, 

go to -

www.enspirement.co

Sign up today for a 1-month free trial
No credit card required | No automatic subscription renewal
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Thank you.

michelle@enspirement.co

facebook.com/Enspirement @enspirement

43


