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Who Are We?

• Sarah Novy- 20+ years classroom experience, 

MA Curriculum & Instruction

• Jenny Meyer- 5 years classroom experience, 

MA Teaching



How often in a single 

week do you read 

nonfiction books in your 

classroom?

Always

Often

Sometimes

Rarely

Never
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When using nonfiction, do you use narrative nonfiction like this book A Mother’s 

Journey?

Always

Often

Sometimes

Rarely

Never
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Or when using nonfiction do you use titles that look more like this book Penguin 

Chicks?

Always

Often

Sometimes

Rarely

Never



POLL



Why Read Information Text

• Success in later schooling

• Helps prepare for real life reading

• Sparks interest in reading

• Student’s questions and interests are addressed

• Builds background knowledge

• Increases vocabulary

• Links child to real world

(Nell K. Duke, Ed.D. and V. Susan Bennett-Armistead (Scholastic, 2003). 



Why Read Informational Text

• Other researchers found:

– Develops organizational techniques 

(Schickedanz, 1999)

– Exposure to expository texts (Goldman & 

Rakestraw, 2000)

– Motivates & develops reading skills and 

comprehension (Morrow, 2009)



Benefits of Informational Text

• Foster critical thinking skills

• Increase comprehension

• Increase background knowledge

• Make connections to the world

• See other cultures and types of people



Informational Text on the Brain



What is Informational Text?

• Text that is not in narrative format

– Expository, argumentative, or persuasive 

formats only

• Contains various text features:

– Index, glossary, heading, subheading, 

diagrams, tables, charts, content sidebars, 

table of contents, bolded key words, etc





Informational Text













What is Narrative Nonfiction?

• Written in a narrative format

• Usually written to entertain

– Descriptive; showing rather than telling

• Contains story elements such as voice, 

theme, characters, etc

– Can contain first or third person point of views

– Story is thoughtful; may include dialogue





Narrative Nonfiction

















Informational Text vs. 

Nonfiction



Choosing Informational Text

• Books that are ENTICING!

– What’s going to draw the kids in?

• Books that are ENGAGING!

– Will it generate questions?

• Books that are ENJOYABLE!

– Am I going to enjoy reading this?











Features to look for

• Clear, large photographs

• Focused text that matches photographs

• Builds vocabulary

• Contains features such as: table of 

contents, glossary, index, bolded key 

words, captions, labeled pictures, tables, 

graphs, diagrams, maps, etc













Informational Text & You

• Children will be engaged with 

informational text

• Make the reading exciting and interactive

• Use informational, narrative non-fiction 

and fiction texts



Conclusion

• It is evident that “incorporating 

informational text in the early years of 

school has the potential to increase 

student motivation, build important 

comprehension skills, and lay the 

groundwork for students to grow into 

confident, purposeful readers.” (Duke, 

2004, 43)



Contact Info

http://www.titlewave.com/http://www.follettearlylearning.com/

Sarah Novy 

snovy@follett.com
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