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• Use your understanding of pedagogy 
to make informed decisions about 
environmental design and materials 
to support young children’s learning.

• Leverage your understanding of 
children’s racial, ethnic, linguistic, 
and cultural backgrounds to create an 
environment that fosters a sense of 
belonging.

• Use your understanding of 
developmentally appropriate practice 
and the unique needs of children in 
your care to implement principles of 
universal design for learning in the 
physical environment.

Objectives



What are
environments?

What do we mean when we say “environments”?

Physical 

Space
Materials

Design

Strategy
Arrangement

Children should have a 
sense of choice and

 independence



Teachers are the intentional 
designers of the 

environment

Environment
is the
“Third

Teacher”



Environments and Materials

What do I 
know? 

ENVIRONMENTS & 
MATERIALS 

Materials should evoke a
sense of curiosity, investigation,

and play!



The organization of 
materials influence how 
materials are used and 

cared for

Opportunities for 
writing and pre-writing 

skills should be
incorporated
throughout



Environments and 
Materials
• Think of an area that is typically found in a 

classroom (art, dramatic play, library, etc.). 
Reflect on the materials found in that area.

• How do the materials in that area invoke a 
sense of curiosity, investigation, and play?

• How do the materials found in the area 
serve as the “third teacher?”

Type your responses in the chat.

"It is the child’s way of doing things which gives 
meaning to the materials." – Maria Montessori

Environments and Materials
Summing up

How can you build in time to observe and 
notice children using materials in 
unexpected ways? What might that reveal 
about how the environment supports (or 
limits) their curiosity and literacy 
development?

Up next: Culturally Responsive Environments

Culturally Responsive Environments



What do I 
know?

 
CULTURALLY 
RESPONSIVE 

ENVIRONMENTS  

Mirrors 
and

Windows

Incorporate
family

within the
environment



Materials are
reflective of 
the children
who inhabit
the space
(and their Interests)

Culturally Responsive 
Environments

Type your responses in the chat.

Review this image of a classroom.

• Where do you see elements in the physical 
environment of the concept of “windows” and mirrors”?

• What types of materials are being used?
• What materials or furniture might be missing or could 

be added to ensure that this space in the classroom is 
culturally responsive?



“When children see themselves and their families 
reflected in the classroom, they feel seen. When they 

see others reflected, they learn to see.”
 — Adapted from Rudine Sims Bishop, PhD

Culturally Responsive 
Environments

Summing up

How can you partner with members of your 
school community (families, staff, children, 
businesses) to help co-create any changes 
to your school environment inspired by this 
section?

Up next: Universal Design for Learning

Universal Design for Learning

What do I 
know?

 
UNIVERSAL DESIGN 

FOR LEARNING 



Universal design is the design of buildings, products or environments to make them 
accessible to people, regardless of age, disability, or other factors. It emerged as a rights-

based, anti-discrimination measure, which seeks to create design for all abilities.

Family Doctors & Specialists

Health & Safety
Materials within Reach

Freedom of Movement

IndividualizedConsiderations



Universal Design for Learning
Select one of the photos on the slide and consider the 

following reflective questions: 

In what ways does the space or activity already align 
with the principles of universal design?

In what ways could the space or activity be improved in 
terms of universal design? 

Type your responses in the chat. 

“When we design for the margins, we reach 
everyone in the middle.” 

Inspired by Universal Design pioneer, Ron Mace

Universal Design for Learning
Summing up

How might you create opportunities to listen 
deeply to children’s experiences—their 
frustrations, preferences, and ideas—about 
how space, routines, and materials work (or 
don’t work) for them?

Up next: Putting it all Together

Putting it All 
Together



info@earlychildhoodbydesign.com


