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P t ti O tliPresentation Outline

• Introduction
• The Project Approach Planning FrameworkThe Project Approach Planning Framework
• Phase 1 – Getting Started on a project
• Phase 2 – Developing a ProjectPhase 2 Developing a Project
• Phase 3 – Concluding a Project
• Closing Remarks and an InvitationClosing Remarks and an Invitation









Child h l i i th k tChildren helping in the market















What is a project?

A project is an in‐depth study of 
a real world topic that is wortha  real world topic that is worth 
knowing more about.



In‐depth study
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Topics for projects
(early childhood and elementary)

• money f d• money
• small creatures
• trucks

• food
• birds
• rec cling• trucks

• bread
k

• recycling
• weeds
• fasteners• rocks

• water
b l

• fasteners
• potatoes
• playgrounds• bicycles

• the farm

• playgrounds
• paper
• shoes• the store
shoes

• pets



Field work in the grocery store





Th PhThree Phases

A project is like a good story, it has a 
beginning a middle and an endbeginning, a middle and an end.

This format helps the teacher and 
children plan and tell about their workchildren plan and tell about their work 
as a story too.



PHASE 1



PHASE 2 

FIELDWORK 

FIELDWORK FOLLOW-UP



PHASE 3 



Structural Features of a Project

• Discussion
• Field work
• Representationp
• Investigation
• Display• Display

DOCUMENTATION – noting, reviewing, 
discussing, representing, evaluating and 
sharing what is being learned



DISCUSSION

Listening carefully and hearing what children have to say



FIELD WORK 



PHASE 1 Personal Story



INVESTIGATION



DISPLAY 
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Project PracticeProject Practice

How much project work can the 
hild d ?younger children do?



Field visit to the school’s bathroom.





After the visit: discussing things they saw.



Representations











Phase 1 – Getting Started

•Telling stories of experience
•Responding to a provocation
•DiscussingDiscussing
•Wondering about the topic
A ki ti•Asking questions

•Predicting possible answers



A provocation to introduce the topic

Different kinds of bread were put out for the children at snack time



Personal Stories
The children shared their personal experiences about bread.

“I went to a restaurant and I ate pepperoni pizza with my brothers.”



•There are different types of bread What we know
•We can buy bread in: 
 supermarkets 
 bakeries
 “tiendita”
 restaurant 
 markets 
 “ bl ”  “pueblos” 

•“Some bread comes in a box”

•“We make bread in something hot”

•“Bread has different shapes”p

•“We can make bread in a machine”

“W  n d “in di nts”  lik  fl  nd il• We need ingredients”  like flour and oil
to make bread”



Questions
•What do we need to make bread?

•How is bread made?•How is bread made?

•Where do we cook bread?

•Who makes bread?

•Can you make bread in a frying pan?

•Can  you eat raw dough? Can  you eat raw dough? 

•What happens if you eat raw dough?

•Where does flour come from?



Class discussion rock collectionsClass discussion ‐ rock collections



Web of ideas about a Kg TV



Here are some of the children’s comments:



Personal story about buses.             By: Valeria, age 5



Personal story about buses By: Inés,  age 5



A Project on the 
Desert





Send a letter home to inform theSend a letter home to inform the 
families about the project topic.

Invite family members toInvite family members to 
participate if they have any 
expertise related to the topic.



Phase 2 – Developing the ProjectPhase 2  Developing the Project

• Field Work ‐ First hand observation at field siteField Work  First hand observation at field site
• Making field notes ‐ sketches, letters, numbers

i i i i i i h l• Designing investigations in the classroom
• Representing findings
• Discussion
• Interviewing ExpertsInterviewing Experts 

– At the field site
In the classroom– In the classroom



FIELDWORKFIELDWORK 



Noticing, wondering and
engagingg g g





Dr. Sánchez, a 
veterinarian came 
to the classroom 
with Azúl.  He 

l i d diff t explained different 
things about the 
dog and how to 
care of  itcare of  it.

They listened
to Azúl’s heartto Azúl s heart
beat.



Memory drawings after Azúl’s visit.

Drawing by: Fernanda Drawing by: Mariana
age: 2.8

g y
age: 2.6



Memory drawings after Azúl’s visit.

Drawing by: Santiago
age: 2.8



Several  dogs visited Several  dogs visited 
the classroom and the
children were able to 

 th t th   see that there are 
different kinds, sizes
and colors of  dogs.



The students made paintings The students made paintings 
from memory after the 
Dalmatian’s visit.

Painting by: Ari
Age: 2.7



Observational drawing by: Salvador
Age: 3.6

Observational drawing by: Cima
age: 3.









PHASE 2 Field Visit

They were able to see the ingredients that are used to make bread and pastry.



PHASE 2 Field Visit





Investigating and asking questions































































“My brother and I rode on a horse together in Valle”

By: Pablo  age 4

















The children took 
pleasure in sharing 
their and explaining t e a d e p a g
their model truck.









Phase 3 – Concluding the ProjectPhase 3  Concluding the Project

• Arrange a culminating event to celebrate the work
• Review and evaluate achievements in the project
• Help children select work samples
• Plan with the children to share their work
• Prepare documentation
• Invite guestsg
• Plan to keep some work in school and send some home











PHASE 3

The Bone
Museum



PHASE
3

The Bone
Museum



PHASE 3

The Bone Museumm

The students shared their
knowledge with their parentsknowledge with their parents.
They answered all kinds
of questions about bones.
They also asked questionsy q
to the audience and they
had a lot of fun when 
their parents were not able
to answer.

























“22 children plus 2 guinea pigs 22 children plus 2 guinea pigs 
equals 373 kilograms”



j t h

Project Approach Resources for Teachers
www.projectapproach.org
sylvia.chard@ualberta.ca

Project Approach Study GuideProject Approach Study Guide

6 Practical Guides for Teachers

CD-ROM - The Project Approach:
Taking a Closer Look

Early Childhood Research and 
Practice (ECRP) 
Online Open Access Journal atOnline Open Access Journal at 
http://ecrp.uiuc.eduSylvia Chard &

Yvonne Kogan






