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When to Say When:

The bud stands for all things, even for those things that
don't flower.
For everything flowers, from within, of self-blessing.

Though til itisr yto r athingits i
loveliness. e N

Toput a handon its brow and retellit in words m}\iﬂ’t‘oych,
itis lovely, untilit flowers again from.yﬁhin, of self-
blessing. g7

| Art by Jaxson Pullen Age 2
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HOW THEN
SHALLWE LIVE?

Art by Mandy Olivam Gold en Tree Middle School

INDIRECT GUIDANCE

A word about children
% who have a diagnosis %
e with specific needsin :
‘“&_Q the areas to be describec ‘“’QQ

today.
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PHYSICAL WELLBEING
ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY TO:
.+ SLEEP

- REST

+ NUTRITION

« WATER

+ MOVEMENT- SELFPROPELLED
* HUMAN TOUCH

+ WELLNESS CHECKS

+ NOISE

+ VISUAL

Mentaland Emotional Health
AC CESS AND OPPORTUNITY TO:

TOXIC STRESS

FRIEND SHIP

ASKINGFOR HELP
INTERESTS

- SELF-AWARENESS

QUEET

SOCIAL MEDIA/DEVICE TIME
- TIME INTHENATURALWORLD
ORNEARIT

NATURUAL WORLD
EXPRESSVEARTS
MUSIC and SONG
COMMUNITY

e « QUET

A Spiritual Health
‘ ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY TO:
‘ + GRATITUDE
3 SOLUTION SEEKING
A Y + FATH BASED PRACTICES
| T

r{
7
°d
oy
e




7/21/2026

Your overall assessment ofthe children
in your careinthese areas:

A. Thechildrenin my care have mostof
these needs met fully, with only
occasional lapses.

. The childrenin my care have SOME of
these needs met fullyandthey are not
getting their needs met inmore than
three of these areas.

C. Thechildrenin my care have families ,
who are struggling to meetthese needs.,

e

w

EXPECTATIONS/
DEVELOPMENTAL
NEEDS

+ HISTORICAL VIEWS

+ WHAT WE KNOW NOW
+ LET'STALKABOLT ...

THOSE MES SAGES DELIVE RED BY
BEHAVIOR THAT “MISS” LS!

Photo by Side bySide Studios Louisville KY
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Much of what we expect is in direct opp osition tow hat
children in early child hood are designed to do.

For example

+ learning to use marking materialswith a corect grasp

+ remembermultiple stepsin directions

learn the alphabet and numbers an d colorsand shapes
with no foundation or context

« disconn ect from what s interesting to us

+ getused to having our play and conversation interrupted

overvaluing quiet when we naturally need to be
expressive

+ valuing many waysof exp ession

+ managing auremotional responses

« sharing

« sitting still during large group experiences

Can you imagine if we insisted that
kittens and puppies stay still?

It's NOT A Developmental CHECKLIST

\gﬂm s NOT A BOX

Little Reb elAcademy
Teachers PayTeachers




Leam more about
looking atunfolding
developing skills ! It’s not
aBOX.
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Opportunities for
PLAY SCHEMA

Sometimes known as...

Challenging behaviors!
Let’s look atthat!

ORIENTATION

+ HANGING UPSIDE DOWN,
+ LOOKING THROUGH THINGS,
+ CUMBING

HOWTHINGS CHANGE WHEN THEY
CHANGE THEIR OR IENTATION




TRAJECTORY PLAY SCHEMA
* MOVING YOUR BODY,

*+ MOVINGOBJECTS

* SETTINGTHINGSINMOTION

TRANSPORTING SCHEMA

* MOVETHEMSELVESAND
OBJECTS,

* COLLECTINGAND PACKING
THINGS,

* ROLLINGTHINGS

CONNECTING
PLAY SCHEMA

+ LINK

« BUILD

- TIE

- TAPE

+ DISC ONNECT
+ KNOCKDOWN
+ TAKE APART

7/21/2026




POSITIONING
PLAY SCHEMA

- ORGANIZE

« LINE UP

+ MANAGETHEPOSITIONS OF
« EVERYTHINGIN THEIR
WORLD.

SOMETIMES ASKINGTHEM TO
”CLEAN THESE UP” AND OR
SOMEONE TOSHARECAN BE
CHALLENGING.
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How prepared are you to
understand the child’s

developingskills and begin

“breakingup” with

expectationsthatmightbe

undermining the child?

Photo Credit : Side bySi de Studio

Which of these best de scribe s your curmrent
circumstances?

A. lcan see these might helpthe childl am
thinking of. Ineed help to knowhowtobegin.

B. Ihavealready madesomechangesinthese
areas and want to continue to make more and
see ifthey make more of a difference for this
child.

C. lwouldloveto make someofthese changes. It
would take a lotofwork on my partto educate
people in my center. Iwouldneed helptoget
starteddoing that!

D. None of the above ,

e
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* NOT THEIRS, MINE

?,gﬁ ' . . * WHAT DO | REALLY BELIEVE ?

‘ 401P8%, ’i CULTURAL CONTEXT

8.1 @ 2 + THE DAY THE GRAYONS QUIT
A2 @ 2-15 p « CULTURE OF BLAMEVS.
¢ 7 2 a4 .
q i Y. SOLUTION
4 4 1

Art by Oliver Jeffers

CLASSROOM SCHEDU LE
- OUTDOOR TIME
- REGULAR NUTRITION BREAKS/
WATER

+ BALANCED NOISY/QUIET
+ EXPRESSION
+ UNINTERRU PTED TIME

Resources
Issues




Environment
layout and set up
issues

Photo credit : Side bySide Studio
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ENOUGH
ADULTS
Supervisionvs
Intrusion?

4

Adults in my life- what
relationship does my
center /school have to

family engagement?

10



The roleof screens

7/21/2026

Which of these best de scribe s your
circumstance s?

. | can see these might help the child | am

thinking of. Ineed help to know where to
begin.

. | have already madesomechangesin these

areas and want to continue to make more
and see if they make more of a difference

forthis child.

. I'would love to make changes, but m¥
or

centerdoes not have the resources.
example, the centerrelies heavily on
screensforchildren during the day. It’s
frustratingbut | am glad to know that these
thlnEs are also frustrating forthe child lam
thinking about today. ,

. Noneofthe above

e

Direct Guidance

11
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I'm not self-medicating
with fabric. The lady
at the fabric store

Acknowledge
where you WEGto o &

are! prescription. Well, she
called it a receipt.
Whatever.

How does thechild youare doing this guide about effect you
day to day?

A-Does not cause meto reactnegatively inany way but
puzdesme

B- Bothers me and wish itwould nothappen and
sometim es don’tknow whattodo

POLL #4 C- RARELY causes me to havea visceral (rapid

bre athing and tension) response but confuses me-no
idea whatto do

D--SOMETIMES causes meto have avisceral

(rapid bre athing and tension) response and really
confuses me Ihavenoideawhatto do

E--Causes meto have avisceral (rapid breathingand
tension) response andreactinways | wish Idid not

BARRIERS AND BUILDERS TO
CAPACITY:
H. Stephen Glenn

* Assume/check

* Explain/ EIAG

* Direct/Invite-Train

* Isms/Respect

* Expecting/Acknowledging

12



S

“Training” needs- how prepared are the children
for what | am asking them to do?

7/21/2026

S

Co- regulation Plan
What training have | had
ordolneed ?

JR—

R

What other supports and training do | need and whatis
available to me in my community?

In the United States your Child Care Aware Professional
Development coach can support this research.

J—

13
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Supports for all topics from this webinar:

+ Harvard Genterforthe Deve loping O d- Fre e sou ces fora l ages to d evelop nec essary skills forhealt
L el e PR R T e &Y . ” v i

* Danishalonce-webina s, online classe s and tra inin gs
* KisaMarx-PlayLab Found ation, Autho r of M £a

forallweha fenc es

. WeQuioluion
Hathelpreframe ouriens.
« Jane Neson P ositive Discip e - pr act ical id eas a nd wa ys of o rgan izing on e's r@ spon ses ff ee e source s

+ Conscio us Discip ino - practical id 6as and wa ys of o fgan izing 1o 5p0 nsos - 160 1o Sou 100 5
« Tainingin gent childrento buil Where. y %
cun The Settled Classm om ndb ook

* Exc han ge Press- daly new sletter - fr ee- m em ber ship's fre € s liin g5 cale —vide os fo rtr ainin g an d ar ticle stve bina s

* BasRlcaresources
+ Stacy Benge- auth oro fZba e CHIGAlphahal; web site w ith resou roe s for cre ating achildled environment
 UovecivofioisiieFan ATy

* RonGrady, Chil dolo gy

What are the

policies and
processes

) where | work??

When | have to decid e what to do next,
when to say when, this is whatIknow:

A.| know my center’s policy and | can use
this guide toshare all | have learned so far
and needto find out.

B. I do not know mycenter’s policyon this
work with families.

C.Mycenterdoes nothave a policyon
what todo when ateacheris at aloss with
achild.

D. None of the above.

/

e

14



Can we tell a new
story for and about
this child?

* Rewriting the story

*Letter writing to

the child
Photo Credit Side bySide Studio
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Whose help do weneed to do
that?

WHEN TO SAY WHEN

* Use this checklist of questions and practices to seewhat, ifany, of
these can be looked at differently.

If you are still at the point ofasking :

* Whatismyschoolorcenterpolicyand Who is needed?
You havearrived also at the point of sharing with the family.

* Whatisyour center/school policy on who does this and how is it
done?

* Use this checklist to show the family- here’s what | have looked at and
checked so far. Workwith thefamily to begin a new chapter in this
child’s story!

15



In Closing...

+ Icameto teach. | stayed to
learn.

+ We mustsimply BEwhowe
wantour children to become.
« Artby Louisville KY Barefoot
Artists Project

Mic hele He men way Pull en

Plea sep ut "WHEN TOS AY WHEN” in
th esu biect line
+ Exch ange Press Com murity

ro mthe Fiel d
colu m Recor ded pre sentat ions
webinars

* Our Daily Bread Lin k Magazine

Quarterly Column

* International P lay A ssociation
uUsa:

Keepin ouch!

Confer ence pr esentat ion and Po rch
Play Chats int eniews

Fe ady for Me - Changing th @ Nar rative
B Caing o Kin dergarion ALt
Cemp aign

At The oy Earest by Sara B uchan an MacLean:

7/21/2026
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