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It is in play where we learn
best to be kind to others.
In play we learn to
recognize another person’s
pain, for we can identify
with all the feelings and
issues presented by our
make-believe characters.
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“Science has shown that when we connect with
a story, parts of our brain related to a
particular emotion or action light up. Our
heurons start firing as if we were engaged in
the activity ourselves and hot just passively
reading about it.”

- TRISHa LEE
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Promote a healthy functional classroom
culture... That's how you create a
classroom culture, that's how people get
to know each other and form
relationships, by sharing stories. It's a
place of joy and interest and fun for you
and the Kids to come together to create
that healthy classroom community that
is meaningful in itself.

Ben Mardell on classroom culture
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REFLECT:

STORYACTING

Dramatization

onhe sehtence at a time

repeat child’s language as you
write each word

skip lines and write large

onhe page limit
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 STORYTELLING/STORYACTING:
HOW TC START IMPLEMENTING IN
YOUR LEARNING SPaCE

MODEL, MODEL, MODEL

Young children love to hear stories. They are
naturally drawn in and engaged by the change in
voices and dramatics.

They need to hear stories told by a variety of
adults about all different topics. Ah environment
filled with oral stories is just as important as a
print rich environment. It provides models of
what stories can sound like and gives inspiration
to children.

SCRIBE THEIR STORIES

Invite children to tell stories if they would like.

Make a list if many volunteer.

Take stories at a time when you can sit one-

oh-ohe with a child (arrival, choice time,
meals).

As they tell their story, take it one sentence
at a time. Repeat each word as you write it.

Write it exactly as they tell it, grammatical
errors and all.

Write big on lined paper, skip lines and end

when the page is filled. Read the entire story

back to the child.

ACT OUT FAMILIAR STORIES

In order to familiarize young children with the
routines of storyacting, begin by acting out
favorite books or adult stories.

Make a stage (a rectangle) on the rug or large
area using masking tape. Encourage the children
to gather around the outside. As you tell the story
aloud, invite children up to be characters, or
inanimate objects, by moving around the circle.

INCLUDE FAMILIES

children’s stories.

ACT OUT THEIR STORIES

Create the stage and gather as an
audience around it. The storyteller can be
whichever character they want, the rest
of the characters are chosen by goihg
around the circle.

Read the story aloud, invite children up as
characters or objects are needed. They
can join or pass.

Encourage children to act out the story,
provide prompts as heeded.

Involve families by sharing the practice of
storytelling/storyacting with them. Invite them in to tell stories.

Encourage them to tell stories at home and to scribe their

Conhnect with me on ‘lmtagnum @little.stories.that.stick
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Introductory Story 1

There was a mommy.

The baby was crying.

The mommy gives the baby a bottle.
They go to the park.

The baby runs.

Introductory Story 2

Once there was a princess.

And she was trapped in a tower.

And the good fairy flies over, and the bad fairy flies over, and
together they melt the tower.

Introductory Story 3

Going on a bear hunt.

They went to the cave.

And then a bear comes and says “Raaa.”

And then the bear tried to eat them.

And then they ran home, through the snow storm, and they
locked the door.

Introductory Story 4

Four frogs were sitting on lilypads.
One hopped into the pond.

One caught a bug.

Two went to sleep.

Then they all went swimming together.
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