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Sustained Shared Thinking
● This approach (in school and at home) supports academic 

and socio-emotional development (e.g. Nutbrown & 
Hannon, 2011; Siraj-Blatchford et al. 2003; Tzuriel & 
Shomron, 2018).

6



11/5/25

3

Sustained Shared Thinking is defined as: 

‘an episode in which two or more individuals ‘work together’ in an 
intellectual way to solve a problem, clarify a concept, evaluate 
activities, extend a narrative etc. Both parties must contribute to the 
thinking and it must develop and extend’

Siraj-Blatchford et al (2002) and Sylva et al (2004)

SSTEW Scales

Sustained Shared Thinking 
in the Early Years.
Kathy Brodie
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30million over three years 

Look at that 
cute little nose

Do you see 
the dog?

Kathy Hirsch Pasek
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Life Hello Love Book Croissant Flower Mummy Family

Daddy Toys Toes     Pig Sister BearCow Responsive
Farm Brother Yes Teacher Nap-time PencilLounge Purple

Pillow KitchenParkShirtBedroomRed Communication

WaterSupperSofaMagicBlueBaby Drawing House
PicnicLearningPinkBroomEye RoseLampshade Not

Please Uncle Black Tree BlanketRobotSnowman Pen

Motherese
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SOCIAL MOTIVATION
PLAY
ATTENTION AND LISTENING

UNDERSTANDING

VOCABULARY, GRAMMAR, 
NARRATIVE

EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

CONVERSATION AND 
SOCIAL INTERACTION

CLEAR SPEECH,
SOUNDS AND FLUENCY
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Play
Language
Social skills
Creativity
Resilience
Physical skills
Maths
Literacy
Confidence
Executive 
function
Perseverance
Empathy
Fine motor
Gross motor

Creativity
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‘Creativity is really fundamental to children’s learning in the 
early years, but actually going on through the school system, 
and by creativity we are not just thinking a painting, making 
things and so on, as important as those are. 
We are really thinking of children as creative thinkers. Can 
they imagine? If they are faced with a problem, can they 
think of different ways of taking that problem on and solving 
it? 
Can they come up with their own ideas? If they are stuck, can 
they get someone else involved to help them.’

Dr Julian Grenier
@juliangrenier
ShREC approach 
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Character Setting Problem Solution
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Change
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Character Setting Problem Solution

?
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Racial equity in the early years
Empowering young children and their families from the start by changing the story 

ideas
attitudes

images

What are children 
exposed to at home?
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Mirrors Windows Sliding glass doors

telling
Dr Rudine Sims Bishop

Story

33



11/5/25

12

‘When I did find us featured, we couldn’t do 
our hair unless we loved our hair. We couldn’t 
have dinner with our family unless we were 
celebrating a cultural tradition. Books about 
people of colour just being people are 
particularly rare. ‘

Mia Birdsong. Two rules for my daughter library.’

‘When I did find us featured, we couldn’t do 
our hair unless we loved our hair. We couldn’t 
have dinner with our family unless we were 
celebrating a cultural tradition. Books about 
people of colour just being people are 
particularly rare. ‘

Mia Birdsong. Two rules for my daughter library.’
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single story

brave

resilient

clever

quiet
loud

kind

artist

astronaut

dancer

engineer

35

Children get to see themselves having 
ordinary and extraordinary adventures
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Vivian Gussin Paley
Ben Kingston Hughes

Greg 
Bottrill

Kendall Haven

Alistair 
Bryce Clegg

Mine 
Conkbayir
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• Oxytocin is associated with social 
bonding processes: trust, stress 
reduction, love

• Cortisol is a hormone secreted by 
the adrenal glands that plays a 
central role in the human stress 
response. 
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What are you 
observing?

44

Am I 
understood?

noise
noise

noise
noise

noise

noise noisenoise
noise

noiseKeep it 
simple

Slow down

Speak clearly12345678910 Respond
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1 question

4 comments
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subtitle play
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B.

Answer.

??

Possibilities

Possibilities
Possibilities

Possibilities

Possibilities
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?
………

I wonder what 
would happen if 

……

I’m trying to 
remember where 

I’ve seen this 
before … have you 

seen it before?

I really want to 
know more about 

…. How could I 
find out more? 
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Add
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SAFE SPACE CHILD LED

FUN
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Communication Friendly 
Spaces. Elizabeth Jarman

The Curiosity Approach

Reggio Emilia
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Resources
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mini-me’s
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‘Great stories 
happen to 
those who can 
tell them.’
Ira Glass
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Little pony, 
he do-es, 

he play. He 
play with 

his friends A elephant eat grass. 
Sleeping in black grass. A 

cat will scare him 
RAAAAAAA. Elephant wake 
up. A dinosaur he can scare 

the cat. He going to run 
away. The elephant 

sleeping cause the cat is 
gone.’
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62%

22%
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Any questions?
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